Introduction to Biology I Lab

BSC1010L
Nova High School
Fridays 7:30am – 10:30am

Instructor:  
Gianna Ramdin

Office hours:  Tuesdays from 9:30 am – 1:30 pm and Thursdays from 9:30 am – 1:30 pm


             in Bldg. 17 Rm. 234
Email:  
Gramdin@broward.edu 
Lecture Notes:  Available on my website - http://webhome.broward.edu/~gramdin/
Textbook:  
    BSC1010L Introduction to Biology I Laboratory Manual (required)

Course Description:  This is a one-semester biology lab for science majors.  This class is designed to give the student an appreciation of the methods by which biologists obtain and analyze information.  As well as, enhance critical thinking and develop connections between the concepts studied in laboratory and everyday life.

Course Expectations: 
1. Attendance


Attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be taken every class.  

2. Cheating and Plagiarism

· Cheating includes, but is not limited to: copying the work of another person (plagiarism) or permitting your work to be copied by another person, discussing test answers or questions with people who have not completed the test, distributing assignment materials to other students, possessing course materials that have not been formally released to students in the course, and collaborating on the completion of assignments not specifically designated in the syllabus as being group projects.
· Cheating will be considered a breach of BC's Code of Conduct Policy and will result in academic penalties (zero points on the assignment/test in question, a failing grade for the course), disciplinary action, and a referral to the Dean of Student Affairs.
Lab Operations: 

1. Dress Code:

· Lab coat must be worn in lab at all time.

· No open toe shoes in lab.  If you do not have your lab coat and/or are wearing inappropriate shoes you will be asked to leave the lab immediately.
2. No food or beverages in the lab.

3.  The last 10 minutes of each lab are reserved for cleaning all materials and work area.
· Ten points will be deducted from each lab group if your microscope is not properly put away, slides are left in the microscope, lab materials are dirty, and/or work area not properly cleaned.  
4. Rules of safety and common sense will be followed in lab, at all times. 

5. Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.
Course Evaluation:

1. Eight quizzes will be administered during the course.

· Each 10 question quiz includes the following types of questions: short answers, true/false, and multiple choice.     

· Ten questions (2 points each) - concepts covered in the previous lab 

· The quizzes come from the following sources:  lab manual, PowerPoint lecture notes, hand-outs, and material written on the board.
· The duration of each quiz is approximately 10 minutes.
2.  Biology Journal
· A creative way to explore concepts covered in lab through digital photography, drawing/sketching, and scientific writing.
· This assignment will be uploaded to Blackboard.  

Distribution of Points:

	ASSIGNMENTS
	TOTAL POINTS

	8 Quizzes (10 points each)
	80

	Biology Journal (10 points each collection)
	40

	Total Points
	120


Grading Scale:  Final grades are based on the total number of points earned in the course.
	Percentage
	Grade

	120-108
	A

	107-96
	B

	95-84
	C

	83-71
	D

	< 70 points
	F


Laboratory Schedule:
	Date
	Lab Topic

	August 27
	Intro. To Lab and Scientific Method

	September 10
	The Microscope

	October 8
	Enzymes

	October 15
	Respiration and Fermentation

	October 22
	Photosynthesis

	October 29
	Mitosis and Meiosis
Mendelian and Modern Genetics

	November 5
	Determining the Length of DNA and Transformation of Bacteria

	November 19
	Electrophoretic Separation of Protein and DNA Fingerprinting Part I & DNA Fingerprinting Using PCR part I

	December 3
	DNA Mapping & DNA Fingerprinting Part II


Tentative Assignment Schedule:  ***The instructor reserves the right to change the schedule***
	Date
	Quiz
	Biology Journal Collection

	August 27
	None
	

	September 10
	Intro. To Lab and Scientific Method
	Collection 1

	October 8
	The Microscope
	

	October 15
	Enzymes
	Collection 2

	October 22
	Respiration and Fermentation
	

	October 29
	Photosynthesis
	Collection 3

	November 5
	Mitosis and Meiosis
Mendelian and Modern Genetics
	

	November 19
	Determining the Length of DNA and Transformation of Bacteria
	Collection 4

	December 3
	Electrophoretic Separation of Protein and DNA Fingerprinting Part I
	


Student Success: Students wishing to pass this class with top scores should be prepared to:

1. Attend all classes
2. Have reading assignments done before class
3. Actively participate in class by taking notes and completing all lab activities

4. Study material after each lecture either alone or with a study group

Introduction to Biology I Lab

BSC1010L

I, _____________________have the course syllabus for BSC1010 lab and understand the contents.

I have been given the opportunity to ask for clarification on any questions I had about the assignments, the exams, or any of the expectations of this course.

I am satisfied that my questions have been answered.

I agree to abide by the standards and expectation as stated, which includes ethical standards.

I agree to abide by the definition of and the procedure for academic dishonesty as defined by the Broward College catalog.

Signed:  ________________________________________

Date:  __________________________________________

